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A groundbreaking ceremony will be held Sunday for the Connecticut Vietnam Memorial, conceived by Jean Risley.
Photo by Brenda Sullivan.
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A monument to state's Vietnam Vets
By BRENDA SULLIVAN

Staff Writer
s of this week, the only clue
that something is going on at
the Veterans' Memorial Green
is a grouping of four wooden stakes
placed in front of a large flower bed.
However, at 1p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 12,
this will be the site of a ceremony to
break ground for a six-foot tall, black
granite monument honoring the sacrifices of 612 Connecticut servicemen
who died in Vietnam.
Several dignitaries, representatives
of veterans' groups, and local leaders
are expected to attend the event.
Standing on the Veterans' Memorial
Green, at the intersection of Lake and
High Streets, Jean Risley holds a photograph of her brother, Robert Tillquist,
who was among those that the monument will honor. He was 23 years old
when he was killed.
The inspiration to create a monument came from working on a history
project with Nathan Hale Middle School
students in 2001,she said.
Students wrote biographies for all 612
Connecticut servicemen, based on interviews with Vietnam veterans and
the families of those who were lost, and
other resources.
The students were so moved by the
project that they arranged for the "Wall
that Heals" - a kind of mobile memorial
- to come to Coventry.
"And that's what got me started,"
Risley said.
It has been Risley's mission for the
past year to see that this monument is
built. And supporters have raised
$47,000in less than 10 months to help
her achieve this goal.
Money has come in from the VFW,
AmVets, the American Legion and other groups, including the Southwest

A

Middle School in Milford, who hosted a
dinner that raised $4,400.
Combined with a motorcycle run organized by the American Legion Riders
in May, this was enough money to make
a deposit on the monument.
The American Legion Riders also
sold commemorative T-shirts and "612"
pins. The front of the black T-shirts
read, "Connecticut Vietnam Memorial
612"in yellow lettering, and the back of
the shirt bears the logos of sponsors
who paid $100each.
"We raised about $6,000 on T-shirt
sales," Risley said.
The "612" pins are made in the shape
of the state of Connecticut, black with
raised gold numbers. Some are still
available at The Corner Store, and Time
to Remember.
Risley first presented her idea of a
Vietnam memorial monument similar
to the one in Washington to the Coventry town council just a little over a year
ago, in July 2006. She began fund-raising the following month, and shortly after that received permission from the
council to place the monument on the
Lake Street green.
In the last year, Risley has become incorporated, hired a treasurer, and hired
a Manchester company, Clark and
Riley, to build the monument.
"The memorial has been ordered,"
Risley said. "We should get some proofs
in a couple of weeks, and the dedication
will be on May 17,2008."
Site preparation begins after Sunday's groundbreaking ceremony. This
includes installing a foundation for the
monument, creating a surrounding
stamped-concrete courtyard, and installing benches.
"We're actually starting to dig on the
13th," Risley said.
Concrete - which can be stamped to
mimic many materials, such as brick or

Risley's brother, Robert Tillquist,
is among the soldiers that the
monument will honor.

paving stones - has a few advantages,
Risley said. "It's durable, and the
weeds don't have a chance to grow."
The monument itself will be made of
polished, jet black granite from South
Africa, set on a gray base 15feet long, by
about 14inches high, by two feet wide
"It will weigh six and half tons. It's
coming in on special rigging to set it
up," Risley said.
The memorial design has four panels
that slope down from a center apex of
about 5 feet to 3 feet 8 inches at the
ends. There will be about 306names on
each of the center panels. The left end
panel will be laser etched with an image
of nurses holding a fallen soldier; and
the right end panel depicts three soldiers. As for the nurses, "we didn't lose
any from Connecticut, but they served,
so I thought we should honor them
also," Risley said.
The original monument design
showed five service emblems etched
into the base, but Risley has decided to
use bronze emblems which she estimates will cost an additional $,2500.

iThe Connecticut Vietnam Memorial 612 was inspired by the Vietnam Memorial in Washington. It will stand 6 feet tall at
its apex. For more information about supporting this project, call Risley at 742-8841. [On the cover, Jean Risley.]

